
Minimum Capabilities

(Metric)

Capable of search and self-

sustaining for

Capable of searching 

high probability local 

wilderness terrain for 

short durations

Capable of searching 

high probability local 

wilderness terrain for 

short durations

72 hours in all weather and 

low angle wilderness terrain 

or larger areas of 60+ acres

(24 hours or less) or 

small areas 40-60 

acres

(12 hours or less) or 

small areas 40-60 

acres

Capable of searching 

high probability local 

wilderness terrain for 

short durations

Capable of searching 

high probability local 

wilderness terrain for 

short durations

(24 hours or less) or 

small areas of 60-120 

acres

(12 hours or less) or 

small areas of 40-60 

acres

Category: Search and Rescue (ESF #9)

Kind: Team

Nondiscriminating (locate 

all human indication in 

area)

Single Resource Search Capabilities Capable of searching and 

self-sustaining for 72 hours in 

all weather and low angle 

wilderness terrain or larger 

areas of 120+ acres

Capable of searching 

and self-sustaining for 

48 hours in all weather 

and low angle 

wilderness terrain or 

larger areas of 120+ 

acres

Single Resource Search Capabilities Capable of searching 

and self-sustaining for 

48 hours in all weather 

and low angle 

wilderness terrain or 

larger areas of 60+ 

acres

Human discriminating 

(scent source necessary)

Minimum 

Capabilities 

(Component)

Type I Type II Type III Type IV Other

Resource: Canine Search and Rescue Team – Wilderness Air Scent


