
Minimum Capabilities

(Metric)

Dog Team:

1 Dog

1 Handler

1 Support Person

Knowledge and 

Equipment for Search 

Dog Teams

Personally equipped for 

24 hours for 

dog/handler; 

Wilderness survival 

skills; Capable of 

establishing and 

maintaining direction of 

travel; First Aid for both 

human and dog; 

Personal/ dog safety; 

Radio communications; 

Skill in collection of 

scent articles

Personally equipped for 24 hours 

for dog/handler; Wilderness 

survival skills; Capable of 

establishing and maintaining 

direction of travel; First Aid for 

both human and dog; Personal/ 

dog safety; Radio 

communications; Skill in collection 

of scent articles

Personally equipped for 24 hours 

for dog/handler; Wilderness 

survival skills; capable of 

establishing and maintaining 

direction of travel; First Aid for 

both human and dog; personal/ 

dog safety; Radio 

communications; Skill in 

collection of scent articles

Personally equipped for 24 

hours for dog/handler; 

Wilderness survival skills; 

Capable of establishing 

and maintaining direction 

of travel; First Aid for both 

human and dog; Personal/ 

dog safety; Radio 

communications; Skill in 

collection of scent articles

N/A

Category: Law Enforcement/Security, Search and Rescue (ESF #9)

Resource: Canine Search and Rescue Team–Wilderness – Tracking/Trailing

Capable of trailing in 

wilderness terrain; Aged 0-

1.5 hours; .25-.5 mile; 

Heavy contamination

Discriminating (scent 

source must be 

available)

Search Capabilities Capable of trailing in 

wilderness terrain; 

Aged 24+ hours; 1 mile 

or longer; Heavy 

contamination

Capable of trailing in wilderness 

terrain; Aged 4-12 hours; 1 mile or 

longer; Heavy contamination

Capable of trailing in wilderness 

terrain; Aged 1.5-4 hours; .5-1 

mile; Heavy contamination

Minimum Capabilities 

(Component)
Type I Type II Type III Type IV Other

Kind: Team


